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Spear Points 


that this cannot be done unless the 
association drops all other issues and 
devotes its whole efforts to this one 

I N my former letter to The Ob- | ?' hat l ,as ? e lio . ne? what 

1 server I suppose I broke in on the wn„. 1 T 

. . ,,, „ . ., . ,, What qualities of leadership has he 

lovely harmony that preva.lr in the demonBtrated t0 justlf the P deat in 

N. A. D. I hope so. It was my pur- haTin! , elected h J :m? Not a , h|ng 


hope so. it was my pur 
pose, in part, to do so. It will con¬ 
tinue to be my purpose to do it so 
far as I am able. If I succeed I shall 
be happy. If I can arouse the deaf, 
show them the truth and force them 
out of their blind confidence, I shall 
feel that I have done a good work. 

Let it not be thought, though, that I 
do not believe in harmony. I believe in 
harmony of the right sort. I do not be¬ 
lieve in harmony that makes slaves 
of the deaf and cows them until they 
dare not express their own honest 
convictions. There is harmony among 


him? 

Week after week we have been treat- 
id to a lot of semi-comic bombast, 
issued from his headquarters. The 
essence of it all is to tickle the 
simple-mmded and make them think 
that this is “harmony” a.nd that he 
is the one big thing. He has cc,m- 
vinced whole armies of “clear headed, 
rational” men and women of the “ad¬ 
vantages and scope of the combined 
system.” He has yet to “meet one 
he cannot overcome.” He will shoot 
oralists “full of holes.” He would 
make the deaf believe he will quick 


the dead. There is no discord in the i ly sweep the oralists into Lake Su- 
graveyard. But who wants that kind rerior. Even Hodgson swallows this 
of harmony? I do not. I want the string and in all simplicity asks for 
kind of harmony that is alive and a “personal interview” w.th Dr. Bell, 
pulsing with the spirit of human pro- j * * * 

gress. I want harmony with vitality In former letter j to]d the 

m it I want harmony that does not readers of The observer the oral 
shrink at the truth. I do not think m:jthod was st8adi]y and surely gain . 
(here can be any other harmony ing ground . , told them the N _ A D 
worthwhile. I do not think harmony was powerl62S fo check it r toId 
that so overawes the deat that they them that 0hly a few men in cerely 


orally in your schools increasing or 
decreasing? Ans. Increasing 65; 
same 14. 

2. Can you give me the approxi¬ 
mate per cent, of increase or decrease 
within the last five years in your 
school? Ans. Average per cent of 
those reported 39 3-33 per cent. 

3. Is it your opinion that the oral 
method is growing in favor through¬ 
out this country? Ans. Yes, 80. 

4. Do you fmd that the parents of 
ycur pupils prefer that their children 
be taught by the manual or by the 
oral method? Ans. Oral, 84. 

5. Can you give me an opinion as 
o what per cent, of the parents of 

your pupils would probably prefer the 
pure oral method for their children? 
Ans. Oral 100 per cent., 60; 90 to 95 
per cent, 6; 75 per cent., 3. 

6. Do you favor continuing the 
pupil in the oral department when he 
cakes such progress either in the 
acquisition of speech or the ability to 
read speech from tne lips as will 
rrobably be beneficial to him in after 
life, provided he is able at the same 
time to approximate the advancement 
he would make if he were taught 
wholly by the silent method? Ans. 
Yes, 73; no, 1. 

7. Which of the mthods of instruc- 


dare not express their views lsst in nrinniniu 

c-omeone will “caution” them is Ihe de \ oted j° P ri nciple were doing the tion as defined in the Annals do you 
. omecn ull caution hem, is (he , r . a j v , 0 rk or upholding the Sign-lan favor the Manual or the Oral or Die 
kind that makes for real progress. [ gdage T told them that the mass of 1 Combined?' * - " ’ ~ ’ • * 


The harmony that we hear so much the deaf sat idle and did not care a 
about just now is not harmony at all. ; rap what method prevailed. I am 
It is either fear or blind faith. Har- now going to present to the readers 
rnony based on fear or blind faith is of The Observer the proof. If the 
the kuid that makes for stagnation prcoi I here submit will burn mto 
and decay. The harmcny I am after them and blister them into action; 
is individual freedom of thought and if it will convince them of the folly 
expression, but unity of action in up- : cf the N. A. D. in spending its time, 
holding a principle. There can be , effort and resources in painting old 
no such harmony if the truth or any j monuments, building new ones and 
part of it be suppressed. And the making mov.ng pictures;; if it will 


Ans. Oral, 59; neither, 
2; combined, 27. 

8. Do you favor the u^e of signs 
in the classroom? Ans. Yes, 10; no, 
72; limited extent, 2. 

9. Do you favor the use use of 
speech or signs of the mannual alpha¬ 
bet in addressing the pupils in a body? 
Ans. Speech, 49; no, 4. Signs and 
manual alphabet, 34. 

10. In your opinion, is the mental 


.... , Welonment of the orally taught pu- 

truth can be known only when mdi- convince them that Here is no hope ' pd retarded’ Ans Yes 14- no 76 

viduals maintain their right and priv- j -vcept in rai ing a $50,000 endowment! n Ts there opposition to’the oral 

ilege to express their views freely fund at once, then I shall feel repair. ' wor k you are doing in your school? 

* Tp Dr. Tate recently sent out a lot Ans. Yes, 13; no, 80. If so, 

(a) From what class of persons 


without fear and without favor. If 

the views of any one individual be cd questions to superintendents ask- 
faulty the majority will down him, j ing their views on met hods. It was 
whan we have freedom of expression. not inte nded that these questions and 
The best will prevail. If one is wrong , answers should be made publ.c. 1, 
in his opinions, he will be corrected, however, secured a copy of the ques- 


If one is right, he will be sustained, i t[ ons and answers. I 
Harmony that first asks: _Wfat ow j got possession of this copy. It 


does it come? Ans. Adult deaf. 

(b) What seems to be the inspir¬ 
ing motive? 

12. Is there opposition to the man- 


will someone think about it?” is the 
Deliver 


is enough to know that I have it and 


shall not say ; ual work you are doing in your school? 
Ans. Yes, 17; no, 25. If so, 

(a) From what class of persons does 
it come? Ans. Parents of deaf chil¬ 
dren. 

(b) What seems to be the inspir¬ 
ing motive? Want pupils to speak 
and read speech. 

Any comments you see fit to make 


N. 


harmony of the dead. Deliver me j now g }ye it to The Observer for th~ 
from it. benefit of the deaf. So far as I am 

It is the plain duty of President aware no other deaf man has a copy 
Howard to find cut the tr th and lay | ,. r evcn knows that it exists. And so 
it before the deaf who elected him at j f ar as j am aware The Observer is 
C leveland. It is his dut> as president the first paper to make this remark- * ^ 

to point out the great principle at ; able document public. Here it is and j will be taken as a personal favor, 
stake; to concentrate their united et- ■, may those who read it ponder: 
forts on the best method for 1 , _ , . „ , ^ T 

ing this principle; to bring them to Minnesota School for the Deat, J 
a i.ve realization oi tne danger ana I fate, bupt. 

the absolute need for uniting on one i Faribault, Nov. 10, 1913 

line of action; to concentrating the r 1 Dear S.r:—The board of directors 
whole effort and resources to one of this school desires me to get the 
object. There may be minor objects i personal opinions of the superinien- 
to be obtained. They will be ob- J dents of the schools for the deaf as 

tained in due time but their time is j. to the merits of the methods pf in- 

not now. The president should know j structing the deaf in this country as 

it. He should know that the one j well as data upon the question. I { comment on this. Still, I wish to 

great object at this time, the one am, therefore, asking you to be so Point out a few things, to bring out 

outrank.ng principle, is to uphold and good as to answer the following ques- dearly the truth of what I have said: 
maintain the combined system in our tions: j 1- In 65 schools the number taught 

schools for the deaf. He should know i 1. Is the number of pupils taught [Continued on Page 4] 


Upon request a copy of the results 
of this inquiry summarized and all 
names be.ng omitted, will be sent to 
any who reply as requested. 

A prompt reply will be appreciated 
by Your friend, 

.Supt. 


It is hardly necessary for me to 
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SECRET WORK EXPOSED. 

In the ’ast issue of The Observer 
the statement was made that there 
would be something exposed in this 
issue. Our readers are referred to 
the article on the first page. Not 
much need be said by way of com¬ 
ment about the Tate circular of in¬ 
quiry addressed to the superintend¬ 
ents, and the answers he received. 
It is evident the information gathered 
from the replies was used to show up 
the oral method to its best advantage, 
for as little as possible of favorable 
mention of the combined system was 
published in the answers, while it ap¬ 
pears everything favorable to the oral 
method was included. This surmise 
may be wrong, but on its face this 
appears to be the case. It must he 
remembered that this circular was 
prepared and sent out without the fact 
leaking out, and similar secrecy was 
observed when the replies oame and 
were compiled. If the replies were 
so favorable to the oral method as 
would appear, one cannot understand 
the motive that actuated so much 
secrecy. 

With the oralists constantly work¬ 
ing in the dark piling up information 
evidently intended for use in bolster¬ 
ing up their claims and to mislead the 
public, the National Association of 
the Deaf should get busy and gather 
in every possible bit of information 
refuting the claims of the oralists 
and showing the hearing public the 
value of the combined system. To do 
this the National Association must 
have funds, and the sooner good, per¬ 
sistent work in securing the money is 
started and carried on, the better. 


THE FAULT-FINDING HABIT. 

It is a part of human nature to 
criticise, but this tendency seems to 
be more strongly rooted in the deaf 
as a class than in others. This proba¬ 
bly is due to the environments under 
which they live while in school, ac¬ 
quiring the habit there and carrying 
it with them through life. It is a 
bad habit, and if acquired while 
young the individual should know 
enough when attaining maturity to 



drop it. By a very small proportion | 
of the graduates of schools for the | 
deaf is the habit dropped. Associa¬ 
tion with hearing people, who are 
less addicted to the habit, as a rule, 
often helps to minimize the tendency 
to criticize or find fault, but where a 
number of deaf persons live in a com¬ 
munity and have opportunity of meet¬ 
ing or visiting with each other the 
tendency appears to become intensi¬ 
fied as the individual grows older, 
which only shows that the individual 
never looks to see if he hasn’t a big 
beam in his own eye, before he dis- | 
covers the mote in his neighbor’s ' 
eye. 

If you see in your neighbor some¬ 
thing not exactly to your liking it is 
not your province to run around and j 
tell it to every one you know, exag¬ 
gerating wnat may be only a short- , 
coming that can do no harm to any j 
one. The thing to do is to overlook 
the fault and look on the bright side 
of the individual. You have your own 
faults, and as often as not they may 
be far greater than any you can find j 
in your neighbor. Life is too short 
to be fool.ng away your time carrying 
around stories that may have no 
truth in them whatever. There is 
room for doing good everywhere, 
looking on the bright side of every¬ 
thing and everybody, and encouraging 
and assisting whoever may stand in 1 
need of encouragement and assist¬ 
ance. The one who does this will find I 
far more pleasure in life and in each 
individual than can the fault-finding 
busy body. The latter may find plea.- | 
ure in criticising others, for a time, ! 
hut sooner or later the worm will 
turn and then things will not be so 
pleasant, by any means. Each indi- 
! Vidual is entitled to his own little 
| eccentricities, just as much as you are 
entitled to and want yours. So long ! 
as the other person attends to h s 
i own business and does not try to in- 
! jure you there is no earthly reason 
why you should pick flaws in him ! 
and parade them to the world with ! 
i an “holier than thou” air. 


THE COMING BANQUET 

Much interest is shown by the deaf 
of Seattle, Tacoma and other Puget 
Sound points in the banquet to be 
given the evening of February 21 by 
the Puget Sound Association of the 
;Deaf, in commemoration of the tenth 
anniversary of its founding. The big : 
event will he pulled off in the banquet 
room of the Hotel Washington An- 1 
nex, at about eight o’clock the even- 1 
ing mentioned. The chef of the hotel j 
has arranged a splendid menu, and i 
the banquet committee has been at j 
work on a program embracing the i 
best orators and fountains of wit. j 
The colored waiters at the hotel have | 
never had the experience before of j 
waiting on a body of deaf banqueters, 
but there is no danger of their mak¬ 
ing blunders and spoiling the ladies’ 
finery or the gentlemen’s immaculate 
shirt fronts or claw-hammer suits. 

The process of counting noses has 
been going on lately and the commit¬ 
tee has a list of fifty-three names 
marked down. It may reach sixty be¬ 
fore the last ticket is sold. The event 
is the first of its kind in this neck o’ 
the woods, and there will be present 
many who have never put their feet 
under the banquet board before. Ta¬ 
coma will send a large delegation— 
that is assured; other points will be 
represented, including Everett, Brem¬ 


erton, Bellingham, and some of the 
Grays Harbor towns. Even Van¬ 
couver, B. C., and Vancouver, Wash¬ 
ington, expect to have their repre¬ 
sentatives on hand, likewise Portland. 
The Seattle deaf are working to make 
it a complete success and an event 
long to be remembered by those for¬ 
tunate enough to be present. 


TACOMA NEWS. 

In spite of bad weather there was 
a good attendance at the Tahoma 
Club meeting, held at Mrs. Eva Seel¬ 
ey’s house Saturday evening, January 
24th. After a few business matters 
had been disposed of, and Mrs. Ber¬ 
tram had been elected secretary to 
succeed Miss Alice Hammond, and 
Mrs. Hutson appointed treasurer in 
place of Miss Mabel Siegel, who re¬ 
signed because of ill health, the even¬ 
ing was spent in a social way. All 
those present said they intend at¬ 
tending the banquet in Seattle Febru¬ 
ary 21st. They were Mr. and Mrs. A. 
W. Lorenz, Mr. and Mrs. Ray B. Fos¬ 
ter, Mr. and Mrs. John C. Bertram, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hammond, Mes- 
dames Hutson and Seeley and Maurice 
Miller 

John Rowan is reported as being 
in Salt Lake City, Utah, on a visit 
to his mother. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Hammond give 
a glowing account of the two weeks’ 
visit they had at the Earl Weaver 
ranch near Ellensburg. Mrs. Weaver 
(formerly Miss Lulu Patterson) and 
Mrs. Hammond have been life-long 
friends, both having attended the Ne¬ 
braska school. Mrs. Weaver’s friends 
will be glad to hear of her complete 
restoration to health since her return 
to Washington from Nebraska last 
September. 

The Thursday club meets February 
12th with Mrs. Lorenz, Sunshine sta¬ 
tion, Spanaway line. All members 
are expected to be there by 1 o’clock. 


NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST 

A movement has been set on foot 
to erect some kind of a memorial to 
the late Dr. Noble B. McKee, super¬ 
intendent of the Missouri school for 
the deaf. It is not known just what 
form the memorial will take, but it 
probably will be a bronze tablet to 
he placed in one of tne walls of the 
school. 

The National Union of societies of 
deaf people in France now numbers 
thirteen organizations and is said to 
he in excellent condition. There are 
about 875 honorary members, 750 ac¬ 
tive male members and 300 female. 
The money in charge of the societies 
amounts to nearly $42,000. The ob¬ 
ject of the Union is to relieve the 
poor, to pension the aged, and to 
make the lives of the widows and 
the fatherless children more endur¬ 
able. 

The deaf of Minneapolis and St. 
Paul had a “get together” meeting on 
January 17th, and had as their guests 
Governor Eberhart and Hon. B. B. 
Sheffield, president of the board of 
directors of the Faribault school. 
These gentlemen made speeches to 
the assembly and responses were 
made by some of the leaders, includ¬ 
ing President Spence, of the state as¬ 
sociation, A. R. Spear, Anton Schroe- 
der, and others. The deaf of Minne¬ 
sota have in Governor Eberhart a man 
who seems to understand the needs of 
the deaf and will stand by them. 
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SEATTLE LOCALS. 


Rudy Stuht is knocking for admit¬ 
tance into the inner circle of the Se¬ 
attle Frats’ organization. 

Seattle Division No. 44, N. F. S. D., 
holds its February meeting at the 
Hanson home Saturday night, the sev¬ 
enth. 

Roy E. Harris went to Renton, 
Washington, last Sunday to visit his 
sister and brother-in-law, the Adams 
family. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. K. McConnell cel¬ 
ebrated their twentieth wedding anni¬ 
versary qji January 11th with a big 
turkey dinner to their relations and 
friends. 

Mrs. A. W. Wade is back at her old 
place in the Black Manufacturing 
Company’s factory, after a vacation of 
two weeks. 

Mr. and Mrs. True Partridge are 
having their house further improved 
through the carpentering being done 
on it by Roy E. Harris. 

Mr. Linde, a recent graduate of 
Gallaudet College and who came west 
to accept a situation on a paper in 
Lynden, Washington, is now located in 
Everett, and is reported as holding 
down a linotype machine in the Morn¬ 
ing Tribune office. 

C. K. McConnell, after staying at 
home in Bremerton for three weeks, 
again made a trip to Seattle last 
Friday. He has not secured perma¬ 
nent work yet, but is considering a 
proposition to open a pool and billiard 
hall in a new location. 

Mrs. A. M. Wade has sold her Ta¬ 
coma property, which consisted of a 
house and two lots in what is known 
as South Tacoma. A. W. Wright, of 
Seattle, brother-in-law, has been ap¬ 
pointed administrator of the estate of 
the late Alex. M. Wade. 

Miss Mabel Scanlan, of Everett, 
some weeks ago reported as being 
quite ill, is now said to be making 
good progress toward ultimate recov¬ 
ery. This will be good news to her 
Seattle friends, who hope to see her 
down here again before very long. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Stuht, of Brem¬ 
erton, were visited by the stork on 
January 19, the arrival being a boy. 
Unfortunately the little one lived less 
than a day. Mrs. Stuht was Miss 
Carrie Blakely. The friends of the 
bereaved parents extend them their 
sympathy. 

The passage of the Alaska railroad 
bill by the national senate and its 
ultimate enactment into law is high¬ 
ly pleasing to the deaf of Puget Sound. 
They realize it will stimulate busi¬ 
ness in this section, thereby making 
it easier for m&ny of them to secure 
ste&dy employment. 

Miss Ethel Carr, who has been work¬ 
ing in the Imperial Candy factory, 
and later for the Bauer Candy Em¬ 
porium, has gone to her home in Bel¬ 
lingham. She had been out of work 
Since just after the holidays, and 
thought home would be a better place 
than her boarding place. 

Henry Ott and Rene De Clerv have 
bad another attack of wanderlust and 
are now somewhere in California. 
They sailed for San Francisco last 
week, Mr. Ott with his eye on the 
woods around Eureka, and Mr. De 
Clercq planning for a trip to Los An¬ 
geles and other points in Southern 
California. , 


CLEMENT B. COFFIN 

Jeweler and Optician 

We replace Broken Lenses. Yes, We guarantee everything we do 

Phone Main 4324 

406 PIKE STREET SEATTLE, WASH. 


L. A. Divine, head teacher in the ! 
school for the deaf at Vancouver, 
Washington, has fallen a victim to 
his long-cherished desire to own a 
little more of God's footstool. He had 
a prune orchard of a dozen acres and 
l two good lots near the school, and 
! now he has added two more lots, mak- 
| ing four in a bunch. 

The next meeting of the Puget 
Sound Association of the Deaf occurs 
the evening of February 14, and will 
see the close of True Partridge’s ad¬ 
ministration of two years. Who his 
successor will be cannot be foretold 
at this time, nor is it possible to make 
even a guess as to who will secure 
each of the other offices. 

George Raison came over to Seattle 
from Spokane just after the holidays, 
i to visit his married sister, who lives 
here. He will stay here a few weeks, 
then go to Los Angeles where he ex¬ 
pects to remain indefinitely. George 
is a native of King George’s domain, 
but has become thoroughly american- 
. ized since his arrival here several 
! years ago. He is a tailor by trade. 

The monthly social of the Puget 
Sound Association occurred last Sat¬ 
urday evening and was in charge of 
; President Partridge. Progressive whist 
' formed the main feature, the head 
prize and booby being won by Mrs. O. 
Hanson and Miss Ethel Carr, respec¬ 
tively. An hour was next spent in 
telling funny stories, and Mr. Alfred 
Waugh was voted the champion at 
that. Mr. Partridge had considerately 
j provided a supply of choice navel 
oranges to add the necessary zest to 
' the entertainment. 

H. L. Battiste, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
spent a couple of days in Seattle the 
| week of January 17, while on his way 
[ to Oregon. He is a graduate of the 
I Mount Airy School at Philadelphia, 

; and took a full course at Gallaudet 
] College, graduating last ,year. Mjr. 
Hanson, in response to Mr. Battiste’s 
telegram, met him at the depot and 
entertained him that evening. The 
next day Mr. Axling took him in 
charge and showed him a few of the 
sights, as well as giving him an op¬ 
portunity to become acquainted with 
a few of the local deaf. He departed 
the next day for Portland, from where 
he planned to go into the Rogue river 
country to take up farming or or¬ 
charding. He will take a brief course 
at the Oregon agricultural college at 
Corvallis. 


NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST 


The South Dakota school for the 
deaf has a well equipped poultry 
| plant and a flock of 125 Rose Comb 
j Reds. The boys are taught the ra ; s- 
j ing of fowls and prepared for a work 
! after graduation that will be sure to 
; bring them the shekels if rightly con- 
! ducted. 


Subscribe for The 
OBSERVER. 


BIRD’S 

CAFETERIA 

appreciate your trade by eating 
at the best equipped cafeteria in 
Seattle. 

304 Union Street 

Opposite The Post Office 

Open Sunday 


SHOES 

that will give you satisfaction at 
popular prices 

Hoyt Shoe Co. 

1402 3RD AVE. 


Palace Market Company 

DEALER IN 

FRESH and CURED MEATS 
FISH, FRUITS and VEGETAKLES 
Oysters and Game in Season 
204 SECOND AVE. SOUTH 

Photms Main f' Iml. 5 Seattle, Wn 

PUGET SOUND 
ASSOCIATION 
OF THE DEAF 

Meeting at Carpenter Hall, Fourth 
Avenu 1 just north of Pine Street. 
Officers: 

President—True Partridge. 
Vice-President—Mrs. True Partridge 
Secretary, Philip L. Axling. 
Treasurer, John E. Gustin. 
Serg.-at-Arms, A. H. Koberstein. 


Bible Class for the deaf meets 

on the third Sunday of each month at 3 
p. m. in Trinity Parish Church, corner 
Eighth Ave. & James St. All welcome. 
Olof Hanson, Lay-reader, in charge 


The address of The Observer is now 

222 Liberty Bldg., Seattle, 
Wash. We hope all of our exchanges 
w II make this change of address 
without further notice. Newspapers 
not properly addressed do not always 
reach their destination. 
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orally is increasing. In 14 schools 
conditions are unchanged. 

2. Eighty superintendents affirm 
the oral method is growing in favor 
everywhere. 

3. Seventy-three superintendents 
would keep pupils in the oral depart¬ 
ment even though they only “approxi¬ 
mate’’ the advancement made by 
pupils in the manual department. 

4. Fifty-nine superintendents are 
oralists; 27 profess the combined sys¬ 
tem. 

5. Seventy-two oppose signs in the 
classroom; 49 oppose signs in chapel 
and for lectures. 

6. Seventy-six superintendents de¬ 
clare the oral method does not retard 
mental development. 

7. Eighty superintendents affirm 
there is no opposition to the oral 
method, while 13 admit some opposi¬ 
tion from the “adult deaf.” 

I think I have established my point. 
I think it is time the N. A. D. face 
the truth. I think it is time to aban¬ 
don the foolish notion that Dr. Bell 
is the only oralist, and ask for “per¬ 
sonal interviews” with h.m. 

The oral method is firmly estab¬ 
lished in every school for the deaf. 
Year after year it is ousting the man¬ 
ual method. Fifty-nine superinten¬ 
dents are declared oralists. while only 
27 dare profess the combined system. 
But why go on? Let someone else 
more able than I am analyze this re¬ 
markable secret document. Remem¬ 
ber, these answers are the confiden¬ 
tial answers of one superintendent to 
another. And does anyone think we 
can stem this tide by issuing silly 
stuff about “shooting them full of 
holes?” A. R. SPEAR. 

Minneapolis, Jan. 10. 


IOWA NEWS NOTES. 


By Augusta K. Barrett. 


news items, we are often puzzled over 
just what to leave out. And after all, 
it is slich items you want, isn’t it? 
Or would you prefer my writing 
lengthy columns like the staff of 
anonymous writers who are now fill- 
I ing the columns of the Deaf Mutes’ 

| Journal? 

* * * 

Our chapter of the G. C. A. A. has 
been holding regular meetings once 
a month since September. Several of 
| these were devoted to “500,” and at 
the November meeting there was an 
interesting lecture on “Literary Val¬ 
ues and Qualities,” by J. W. Sowell. 
He had prepared an elaborate chart 
to illustrate various values and de¬ 
grees, and this and the subject itself 
showed he had given it much time 
and thought. 

The first meeting for this year was 
held January 3 at the Iowa School, 
Supt. Henry W. Rothert being the 
hoM. A number of teachers and of¬ 
ficers were also invited, and with the 
chapter members, made quite a crowd. 
An enjoyable evening was spent play¬ 
ing “500,” while a few played fhnch. 
j At the conclusion of the last game, 

| the gentlemen were told to escort the 
j ladies who happened to be their part¬ 
ners to the teachers’ d.ning room, 
where a sumptuous luncheon was 
served. 

After due justice had been done to 
this, the “flow of soul’’ began. It was 
a strictly “combined system” affair, 
the Esperanto of the deaf being nobly 
upheld. After a number of the gen¬ 
tlemen had responded to Mr. Roth- 
ert’s call for impromptu speech 3S he 
began calling on the lady members of 
\ the chapter. Some of these had never 
before given extempore toasts, but 
to their credit be it sa d all were able 
to respond and add to the merriment. 
Mr. Rothert is a past master in man¬ 
aging such affairs and has an en¬ 
thusiast.c interest in our chapter, of 
which he is an honorary member. 


! feast of the early part of the evening, 
| combined with disposing of the ban- 
: quet, had left us little time, so Presi- 
| dent Seely called on only J. S. Long 
! and Supt. Booth for toasts. Each re- 
j sponded with appropriate remarks on 
Fratern.ty in general and the N. F. 

J S. D. in particular. 

The following are the officers of 
| Omaha Division, who were all re- 
! elected at the December meeting: 
j P. E. Seely, president; W. H. Rothert, 

! vice-president; J. S. Long, secretary; 
J. J. Wittwer, treasurer; J. M. O’Brien, 
director; H. S. Lee, sergeant; C. C. 
Clark, trustee; H. G. Long, chairman 
of committee on entertainment. 

Mrs. C. E. Comp invited a number 
of deaf friends to a 6 o’clock dinner 
in honor of her husband’s birthday 
January 6. It was husband’s birthday 
Comp when he returned from work 
; to find his friends assembled there. 
A pleasant evening was spent and 
Mr. Hurt was persuaded to describe 
some of the dances of the Ute In¬ 
dians. The most interesting is the 
“sun dance,” in which the Indians, 
with feet placed close together, heels 
touching, jump back and forth within 
a certain space for three or four days 
! and nights. During this time they 
never stop for food or water and each 
has a whistle in his mouth and faces 
j the sun. 


NOTES AND COMMENT. 

Rev. Llewellyn Pratt, of Norwich, 
Ccn i., died last summer at the ripe 
i age of eighty one. Rev. Pratt was a 
teacher in the Pennsylvania school for 
a number of years, and later became 
a professor in Gallaudet College. He 
I was editor of the Annuals for two 
years. He had two brothers and one 
I sister e gaged in the education of the 
: deaf. 

Mrs. Mary E. Kennedy, wife of 
j Jonathan R. Kennedy, well known 


The Observer’s friends are all glad 
that it is to continue in its mission 
of being the only independent paper 
for the deaf. There is an old sayirn - : 
“People never miss the water untT 
the well runs dry.” We were forcibly 
reminded of this when reading the 
various condolences and obituary no- 
t ; ces anent the coming demise of The 
Observer. However, as they had a 
good result in rejuvenating the paper 
and bringing it support, perhaps a 
lesson can be learned from the ex¬ 
perience. Sometime ago it sa ! d edi¬ 
torially that the best location for an 
independent paper was the Middle 
West. We have already had such a 
paper in the Deaf American, which 
was published in Omaha for about six 
years, finally giving up the struggle 
in 1909. Like The Observer, it was 
published by a man who also ran a 
job printing office. The American, 
aside from its other good features, 
was particularly useful in giving no¬ 
tice of socials, picnics and other en¬ 
tertainments. Since its discontinu¬ 
ance those having charge of such af¬ 
fairs have had to send out postals, 
which is by no means as satisfactory 
and far-reaching as the notices in The 
American were. 

Some people have told me The Ob¬ 
server does not interest them, as they 
do not know the people mentioned 
in the news items. The western deaf 
can make the same objection to our 
letters dealing with people unknown 
to the majority of The Observer 
readers. So while we have plenty of 


Omaha Division No. 32, N. F. S. D., 
is in a flourishing condition. After 
having several socials during the fall 
months, they had a Public Opinion 
meeting, followed by a banquet, on 
December 6. The program for the 
public meeting follows: 

The N. F. S. D.; Its Past, Present 
and Future, by J. S. Long. 

Benefits of Fraternal Societies, by 
P. E. Seely. 

Fraternity, by Supt. Rothert. (Read 
by Waldo Rothert.) 

The Income Tax, by Supt, Booth. 

Mrs. Pankhurst, by Mrs. J. S. Long. 

Universal Peace; Is it an Utopian 
Dream or a Practical Proposition? By 
Mrs. J. W. Barrett. 

“John Gilpin’s Ride,” by Harry G. 
Long. 

The Lincoln Memorial Highway, by 
Mrs. Ota Blankenship. 

After this program there was an 
informal social half hour, and then 
the Frats, their wives and lady friends 
adjourned to the Hotel Rome, where 
the Frats had their first annual ban¬ 
quet. On entering the banqueting 
room what first caught the eyes of 
the uninitiated, were the grinning 
plaster skulls which were placed at 
intervals on the tables. After the 
first shock one remembered, of course, 
that it was a banquet of a secret so¬ 
ciety. Still, the skulls did look in¬ 
congruous on the prettily appointed 
tables amid the silver, cut glass and 
flowers. They seemed to say: “Let 
us eat, drink and be merry, for to¬ 
morrow we die.” The intellectual 


among the deaf of two or three de¬ 
cades ago, passed away a few weeks 
ago in Santa Ana, Col. Mrs. Kennedy 
was matron of the Kansas school from 
1865 to 1869, her husband being stew¬ 
ard during the period. Mr. Kennedy 
founded the Colorado school and was 
its superi tendent for nine years. 

The next convention of teachers of 
the deaf will be held at Staunton, 
Virginia, and Vice-President Dobyns 
asked that the National Association of 
the Deaf be represented on the pro¬ 
gram. President Howard has desig- 
I nated Rev. P. J. Hasenstab and Dr. 
G. T. Dougherty, of Chicago, and Al¬ 
bert Berg, of Indianapolis, to serve. 
The Staunton conventiloa will have a 
day devoted to the educated deaf 
wholly. 

Prof. John W. Chickering, for a 
long period professor of natural sci¬ 
ence at Gallaudet College, died on 
November 8, at the age of 83 years. 
Prof. Chickering was a successful 
teacher and was held in high esteem 
by the many who had studied under 
him. He was a graduate of Bowdoin 
College and Bangor Theological Sem¬ 
inary. Previous to taking up the 
teaching of the deaf he was pastor 
of Congregational churches in New 
England. 







